Jon Symon's One man Band

The greatest One man Rock band in the World

BIOGRAPHY

1 suppose that I've always been a bit of a weirdo! Even today, my Father
calls me his mad son when he introduces me to people. This is a typically
British understatement. When I eventually write my life story, which will
have to be in my next life because I shall have enough to say right up to
my end, it will fill a soap opera.(Yes, I believe in reincarnation!) Here,
for the purpose of getting a general picture of my life, I'm shortening
everything to explanatory sentences.

10 January 1941

Born in the RAC Club, Epsom, Surrey, England,(where my Father was the
manager) at midday, Friday. The worst air raids of the War. "Dog fights"
over Surrey; St Pauls burns.

1943

Move to St George's Hotel, Bradford, where I started to play a full
miniature set of drums at the age of 4. Iirst stage appearance at the

Hotel with the Orchestra. Caused some agro with a hotel guest playing a
military drum outside his bedroom. That guest was the famous radio star,
Wilfred Pickles, who was not amused! An old gentleman called Francis Laidler
used to live permanently at the hotel. He was famous in the north of England
for his pantomimes, and he used to invite me every year on my birthday to

see his show, where the whole cast sang "Happy birthday", which made me very
proud.

1951

Moved to the "Royal York Hotel", Ryde, Isle of Wight. Became interested
in space flight, and did nothing in school except drawing plans of space
ships: Bought a book on Hypnosis and successfully hypnotised various

schoolboys to do various silly things, like screaming in singing lessons

and being late for classes. Big troubles with the matron and the Head
Master.

1956

Remained interested in Astronautics. Left school and went to Portsmouth
College of Technology. What I did there can be explained by the following
newspaper cuttings. Formed my first band. A skiffle group called the
"Satellites", and earned five shillings a night.
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1961

This bored me all to tears, so I decided to move back to the Isle of Wight
where all my school friends were living. Became a waiter in a hotel in
Ryde. Once again revived my interest in science and left my job to spend

a few Terms at the Newprot college of Technology studying Aerodynamics.

1963

Opened a little music club in celler in Ryde, which I called the "Diamond"
club. It was commonly known as the hole, because the entrance was a hole

in a wall about 3 feet high. One prominent guest was Brian Jones from

the Rolling Stones, who I did'nt get to meet due to drinking with friends
at a pub down the road. Due to the noise of motor bikes from the local
rockers, the club was closed down, and all the teenagers in Ryde caused

an organised demonstration in the streets to try and get the club back.



1963
Just before the club closed, I stood for the local council as the Liberal
candidate, and lost 3 to 1 to the conservative, an Italian ice cream man.
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Being completely broke, my Mother collected me from the Island, where I

had slept a few nights on the sea wall, and other more unspeakable places
(Bloody freezing in October!) and took me back to relatives in Brighton.

She suggested in no uncertain terms that I should join the army, and having
no other alternative at the time, I signed on with the Royal Artillery.

1964
Staioned in Bielefeld, West Germany, where I started a beat group called
"The Demons" with a few other soldiers.

1965

The army tried to break the group up, so we all went absent without leave
and drove overnight to England to complain to our members of Parliament.
Before the army noticed that we were gone, we had crossed the channel
and were in London. We even slept in the army owned "Union Jack Club"
The next day found us at the house of commons complaining to our MPjand
we then drove to Wales, to the farm where our rythm guitarists parents
lived. His father introduced us to Lady Megan Lloydd George who invited
us to her mansion for tea and biscuits. We all complained strongly about
our group being split up and she promised to put in a word for us. We
then returned to Germany and reported to our unit, where the commanding
officer was gradually climbing up his office wall!! A few months later
I went absent again, this time alone, and tried to find a new group in
England without much success. I worked for two weeks in a coalyard and
then being broke again put my last money on the Grand National, which I
won, therefore having enough money to return to my unit again.

1966

After this escapade, they posted me to another unit in Celle, West Germany.
I soon became the lead quitarist and singer of the Hanover based German
rock band "The Anyones". I decided to take another "holiday" from the




army and just disappeared! I stayed with the "Anyones', later formed
my own group, "The Jon Symon set", and was eventually caught in the
spring of 1970 after being absent without leave for four years. I was
only 40 kilometers away from my unit all the time!!

1970

3 months in Colchester military corrective training centre and discharge.
I returned to Germany to my fiancee, whom I met while I was "on the run".
I then spent a year at art school in Hanover and started my one man band
"Rasputin". Spent the seventies gigging, and doing TV and radio. The
first time in my life that I started to earn a decent living.

1983

Rock Ballet "Warlock" performed in West Germany. Television, Open air
performance on the 1 June in front of 6500 people.

Became a stage hypnotist, and played British army camps.

1984
Rock Ballet "Lady Macbeth" in West Germany. Similar success.

1985

Started my one man band again and wrote my new Rock Ballet "Stonehenge".

1986
First test gigs for Rasputin in England.
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